Fall 2011 Education Trip

Ales on Rails …….. was a HUGE success!!  Our October(fest) education trip was Saturday, October 29th, and it was a gorgeous fall day for the trip to the Verde Valley for thirty-one guides and their guests.   We started with breakfast at the historic Rock Springs Café with a choice of pancakes or pie.  The café has long been famous for its amazing homemade pies.  Their website features the history of Rock Springs (est 1918), and their many offerings including a saloon, general store, Farmer’s Market, outdoor gardens for parties, catering services, Hoosier Daddy, House of Gold and Silver, Herb Shop, and their monthly ‘Hogs in Heat’ barbeque.  The owner, Richard Shaw, (a native Arizonan!) spoke to us about Rock Springs and its history.  It was a great way to start the day with some Arizona history, and breakfast at Rock Springs, before heading north for the Verde Valley:  http://www.rockspringscafe.com/index.html.


The Verde Valley includes about 714 square miles located in the geographic center of Arizona, about 100 miles north of the Phoenix metropolitan area. The Verde River runs through the valley from northwest to southeast and is augmented by flows from Sycamore Canyon, Oak Creek, Beaver Creek and West Clear Creek. The area is unsurpassed in its variety of physical beauty with the red rocks and Mogollon Rim to the north and east and the Black Hills and Mingus Mountain dominating the western and southern portions of the valley.
The City of Cottonwood is located adjacent to the Verde River at elevations ranging from 3,300 feet to 3,900 feet above sea level and experiences a mild climate which, together with its proximity to an abundance of natural amenities such as the Grand Canyon, Sedona, Dead Horse Ranch State Park, Tuzigoot National Monument and the historic mining communities of Clarkdale and Jerome, continues to attract steady growth and tourism.
Nearly 80% of the land in the Verde Valley is National Forest.  The Coconino National Forest is generally located north and east of the Verde River while the Prescott National Forest is south and west of the River.  The region includes 20 square miles of State Trust Land most of which is located along state highways between Cottonwood and Sedona and between Cottonwood and Camp Verde.  Only about 17% of the Verde Valley is privately owned.
We made a stop in Old Town Cottonwood to be tourists instead of guides, before heading to Clarkdale and the Verde Valley Railroad.  They were hosting an Oktoberfest at their depot, called Ales on Rails with German food and numerous beers to sample.   

Clarkdale is located on the eastern slope of Mingus Mountain in the Verde Valley at an elevation of 3,545 feet. The settlement was constructed as a company-town for the smelter plant, located just below the Jerome mines.  The town, named after Senator William A. Clark, had an employee caste system which mimicked the sloping terrain of the town’s site. Many of the original houses and buildings are still intact in this quaint and historic community. Today, the majority of trains that run on these lines carry a payload of passengers. However, the Clarkdale Arizona Central Railroad hauls product for the Phoenix Cement Plant located above the rail line. The community is a thriving artist colony and retirement destination because of its moderate climate and proximity to culture and commerce.”  

We had an indoor railroad car, and an adjacent outdoor car for the more adventurous.  Most of us spent the four hour train ride in the outdoor car, since the weather was a perfect blue sky fall day in Arizona.  It was an incredible geological journey through wilderness areas.  We even spotted a bald eagle on the banks of the Verde River, which we followed most of the afternoon.  As their publicity says, “It’s not the destination…. but the journey”.  You’ll have to visit the Verde Valley and take the train ride to enjoy the same experience.  Visit the railroad’s website at http://www.verdecanyonrr.com/alongtheway.html for more information.

A BIG THANK YOU to Leslie Ullstrup, our education guru, for planning and facilitating another incredible education trip for the AGA!!  Stay tuned for our Spring Education Trip….it promises to be another fabulous trip with our fellow AGA guides and guests.
